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Main The Semantics of English Aspectual Complementation The Semantics of English
Aspectual Complementation Alice F. Freed (auth.) Complementation has received a
great deal of attention in the past fifteen to twenty years; various approcahes have been
used to study it and different groups of complement-taking verbs have been examined.
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This adds considerably to the information that can be obtained about the verbs in
question. Furthermore, the analysis of these temporal aspectual verbs leads to a
description of their complement structures in terms of 'events', a semantic category
found to appropriately characterize the quality of most of these structures. In this
analysis, events are described as consisting of several different temporal segments;
thus the sentences contained in the complements of these verbs are described ...
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Due to the wide range of factors that affect the aspectual semantics of verb lexemes
and the constructions they occur in, we find that, in practice, many verb predicates in
English acquire different meanings as they are used in different contexts, allowing “at
least two or three [aspectual] construals” (Croft, 2012, p. 84).
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